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Present: A Lloyd (Chairman and Treasurer, AL), J Burrell (Secretary, JB), W Dryburgh (Vice Chair, WD), P Norman (PN), J Allen (JA), B Rennie (BR), Iain Fleming (IF), Councillors D Dempsey (DD), L Laird (LL) and G Yates (GY)and 3 members of the public.

Apologies: J McMillan (JM), G McAndie(GM), F McDonald (FM), B Stackhouse (BS), I Pritchard (IP) and Councillor A McGarry (AM)
1 Minute The minute of the Council’s meeting of 17 September was approved as a correct record.
Matters Arising

Cemetery  All complete with thanks to Liz Murphy.
Community Payback have recently made an excellent job of painting the fencing in Hawkcraig Road and renovating the fencing adjacent to the playing fields.

Outlander has donated £500 to ACC which will be used as a contribution to the cost of new signs at the two main entrances to the village. Wording of new signs to be agreed with FC and then taken forward to sign makers.
2 Bicycle Racks - GY to take forward to FC to cost and bring back to CC to approve.
3 High Street Flooding  Gullies could not be cleared by FC as some could not be opened as stuck by tar (since March!).  Gullies need to be cleared twice per year not once as at present.  BS had meeting with FC following flooding in August and improvements suggested.
DD to propose scrutiny report of High St resurfacing project as work not carried out properly and work still outstanding.
4 Proposed Meeting Dates for 2014/15 had been circulated and was now approved.
5 FIFEplan  At present no sites in village “approved”; only Hillside as a brown site might still be ongoing.  Further 6-week public consultation to commence 29 October to which ALL previous comments must be re-submitted, (e.g. to “approve” that each site has been rejected).  It is likely reporter will look at all sites as procedure and developers will make further representation.  Final decision by 2016.
6 Heritage Centre & Station Gardens  The Steering Group has now met on three occasions, most recently on 15 September. Following this meeting the Group’s Constitution was very slightly amended to take account of comments and proposals provided by Alan Fowler of Fife Voluntary Action. AF will also provide advice and guidance on a business plan and on future grant applications.  Plans moving slowly with no access to building until work is complete within the building due to FirstScotRail using the room as a temporary ticket office (this work has not started yet).  Concern over condition room(s) will be left in, provision of electricity and water (gardens) and agreeing plan for future of signal box.  It is expected that the Steering Group will be required to draw up proposals for the refurbishment, clear planning and building requirements with Fife Council and engage contractors to undertake the work.  First ScotRail and the Railway Heritage Trust will cover much of the cost, with the balance to be met by the Steering Group.  Further discussions to take place with FSR this Thursday 23rd October.  Proposals for an Aberdour Timeline for the Heritage Centre and for display images have been made.  Training day being set up for volunteers working within the station regarding health and safety.  The Group’s bank account is now open and funds stand at approximately £1750.
Painting is now complete on the station buildings and fencing boundaries, but still awaiting footbridge renovations (Network Rail).
7  Community Council Elections   Standing down - Fiona McDonald, Ian Pritchard and John Burrell.  Many thanks must go to John for the immense amount of work he has carried out as secretary during his term of office and we shall miss him.  John has agreed carry on dealing with the FIFEplan.  Two new members have intimated their interest on coming onto ACC - Marion Williams and Ruaridh Alasdair (Duncan?) – which leaves two vacancies that may be filled by residents.  (Since the meeting Alex Kelly has expressed an interest in becoming a Community Councillor.)
8 Community Councillors’ Reports
JA has agreed to assist JM in updating the list of village organisations and asking them to place regular articles in the Village News.
PN - Village in Bloom AGM and thank you reception for helpers on Friday 28th November in the Institute (7pm for the AGM, 7.30 for reception).  Invitations to go out in the next ten days.  Winter planting in the village is underway by volunteers.
Corte Franca committee have requested monies for funds -  turned down until next available grants given out.

AL - Planning  Building of houses behind station still pending.
JB - Superfast Broadband
The latest announcement from BT Openreach and Fife Council is that Aberdour will get High Speed Broadband two years ahead of schedule.  Instead of having to wait until 2017 the new Super fibre optic broadband will be rolled out in the village from Spring next year.  The Digital Scotland programme is funding BT Openreach to deliver 24mbps (megabits per second) speeds or faster in as many premises as possible. The principle technology being used is FTTC (fibre to the cabinet) which involves BT installing a new cabinet near to the existing copper wired cabinet (see below). Fibre is then brought from the main exchange directly to the new cabinet.  Customers then have "copper broadband" only over the distance between their houses and the new fibre optic cabinet.  Voice calls will still go via copper wires at the local exchange.

Any customer who wishes to subscribe to the new fibre broadband will do so via one of the many ISPs (Internet Service Providers, e.g. BT Retail, Sky, Virgin Media, Talk Talk, etc) who will jump their data connection across to the new fibre optic cabinet.  Customers will request the service from their ISP, an engineer will visit the home to install the modem and possibly a few new wires in the home. The main issue in the home is to know where your main BT Openreach socket is.  Then an engineer will move the data line across to the fibre cabinet.  Some ISPs may charge a connection fee depending on which fibre optic “package” is bought

However, for Aberdour, the upgrade will come in the form of a new fibre optic cabinet near the existing cabinet at the junction of Main Street and Hawkcraig Road.  It may be quite a while after the cabinet is fitted before it goes live as there is a lot of engineering to be done, not least bringing the fibre cable from Inverkeithing to Aberdour!  It is also important to note that not all premises in Aberdour are connected to this existing cabinet. The remainder are currently connected directly to the Aberdour exchange and will require a new copper cabinet and a fibre optic cabinet elsewhere in the village. BT are looking at how and when this will be done.

ACC shall attempt to keep you up to date as we hear further.  Between issues of the Village News keep an eye on these minutes for the latest information.

Work Schedule - (a) plan for further drop kerbs has ground to a halt as person dealing with has left the dept!  (b) Shore Rd – lining along west side adjacent to the park, disabled space to be removed (not enforceable) and double yellow lines to be repainted to reflect original TRO.

(c) Railway path is to have additional aggregate laid to prevent muddy walking/cycling surface.
(d) Recent serious accident at Mill Farm/B9157 crossroads has instigated request from ACC to re-investigate possible safety measures and hedging to east of junction to be cut back/removed.
Bleeper on crossing at Church Hall not working.
Village News.. Thanks to Andy Oldfield for his first two editions; Christmas edition requires to be delivered by the first week in December.
Two new community police officers to be assigned to cover this area; part of their remit will be to attend occasional ACC meetings as an alternative to the Community Engagement Meetings which do not attract any Aberdour residents.
9 Fife Councillors’ Reports
LL - Big Budget challenge to take place to discuss the £77 million deficit.
DD - Bus shelter at sensory garden has been repaired.
10 Next Meeting
Monday 24 November

Thereafter
Thursday 18 December
(at 7.30pm in the Institute, Shore Road unless otherwise specified)
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